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f The New Duxbury Free
'Library Officially Opens
. Its Doors

By SUSANNA SHEEHAN

Ebulticnt and joyful arc the best words to describe the
people and the atmospherc this past Sunday when the
Duxbury Free Library opencd its doors 1o the public.
ALl pm the official opening ccremony began with
- music from the Duxbury High School Marching Band

and an introduction by Janc Bradley, Chairman of the
* Board of Library Trustees. Bradicy called the day “onc of
! the most glorious days in Duxbury” as she announced the
' “re-dedication of the ncw $6.3 million Duxbury Free
© Library at 77 Alden Street.

. Bradlcy thanked all who worked to make the now
library a rcalily, including project manager Dcborah
Bombheimer, the board of library trustces, library dircclor
Joanne Lamothe, the state for its construction grant of
$2.1 million and the 746 residents who voted o spend 33 Sy
million for the library at the 1995 annual town mccting. i ‘ o ALY - AR L LT L L e

Sclectmen Chairman Margarct Kcamcy also spoke at, anigan: 1921 graduate of Partridge Academy and teacher at Tarkiln School with

To Page 14 hdu,jma’n of the Library Trustees at Sunday’s library dedication ceremonies.
‘ Photo by Fran Nichols
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the ceremony. She said the building “reminds us of our
heritage.” )

“Thirty-six years ago, in 1961, 1 uated w'uh_ the
Jast high school class that came out of this building,”
Keamey said. “Back then, 1 couldn’t wait to gcl out of
the building. Now I can’t wait to get back in.”

Those who attended the public open housc were
amazed by the wransformation of the town's first high
school, the Upper Alden School built in 1927, into a
multi-million dollar library rcady for the 21st century.

*[ think it's absotutely beautiful,” said Keamey of the
renovated brick building off Alden St. and St. George St.
“I'm overwhelmed.”

“It is cven MOrc beautiful than we thought it wo'uld
be,” Bradley said. She hcaped praisc on the project
manager. ‘"We were right on time and right on budgct,
and with Debbic Bomheimer at the helm we never had
any doubts that we were going to be able to pull it of £.”

“we are delighted,” she added. “We think it's 2
wonderful facility. We want cveryone 1o come and fecl
welcome. There's so much more here.”

“of the iew" li_bra:y;has-:bgt’:qw,in‘;
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of the library is a children’s program room, deoorated
with chairs, tables, and carpeling in primary colors and 2
fun design.

On the way up the stairs (o the 2nd level there is a
huge arca of wall that lists the names of over 400 people
who gave $1,000 or morc (o the new library. It is called
the Mitlennium Club. The names arc writlen in modem
gold script on a dark background, rcminiscent of a
chalkboard, and the design is a reminder of the building’s
previous lifeasa school.

On the 2nd level of the new library it scems as if there
arc windows everywherce offering wonderful vicws. of the
Duxbury Elementary School, Duxbury Middic School
and the town playing ficlds - the “campus” as it is
somctimes called. Here arc reference  materials, non-
fiction, and a scparatc young adult scction, which is filled
with books and 2 small study rooms with tables and 4
chairs in cach.

In addition, the 2nd floor has the Duxbury Room,
which houses archival materials on the history of the

town and of New England. A plaque outside this room
‘says it is “dedicated to the preservation of Duxbury's rich

E

creamzcolor Apaint with green trim and: Wari
oak. Thete ‘arc oak study Carfels, b

" style thatis reminiscent of the'designs; ofarchi

! Lioyd=Wright. There are “als0™” tastefuli upRoISICI
“comfy-looking” chairs, which complement the ‘colors-
{hc rooms and carpeting. All the furniture invites patrons
10 rcad or study and enjoy their new library.

The library has three jevels and over 33,000 square
fect of space, morc than triple that of the old onc. The
first floor draws people immediatcly into the library’s
media arca, which contains the audio-visual material,

such as compact discs, books-on-lape and videos, as well
as new books. This area flows inlo the lovely Cuter
Reading Room, filled with dozens of newspapers and
periodicals and comfortable chairs in which to rcad them.
This room was donated by Duxbury Clipper publisher
John Cutler in memory of his late wifc Roberta Sumner
Cutler.

Also on the first floor,
gallery, adult fiction books,
enlarged children’s library.

The children’s library takes up almost half of the first
floot and is scparated into two rooms. Onc is for very
young children, complete with small chairs and tables
and reading books. The other room is for older children’s
books and matcrials. Also included in the children’s wing

is the ncw Helen Bumpus art
the circulation desk and the

...and chairs, Most of the furtiturc and lamps arc of a incdf guiicts in them o
tectErank,
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omputer ‘erminals.Some. of these are used
card catalogs and other arc uscd as pers
arc hooked to the Intemet.

The lower level of the new library is dcfinitcly not

like a basement. It has many windows and itls own
entrance to the back parking arca. IL contains a pristinc,
120-scat auditorium with large viewing screen , a smaller
program room and, some say best of all, a pelitc cafe
with 5 small tables and a stack of periodicals. Freach
Memorics, the local bakery, will servc croissants,
donuts, bagels, pastrics, breads, sandwiches, coffec and
tcas in this arca after the first of the year. The cafe will
be open Monday through Saturday from 9:30 am to 5:30
p.m. ‘
The library is open for business this week from 10 am
to 8 pm Monday through Thursday. On Fridays and
Saturdays, it's open from 10-5 and on Sundays from 1-5.
It is handicapped accessible.

As for the original library building, its futurc uscs arc
still up in the air. It dates from 1909 and was given 0 the
Wright family carlicr this century. Undm'i
terms of this gift, the building is supposcd to be used fori
fibrary-relaicd functions or it could revert 1o the Wrigh:
family.. Onc proposed use is for & professiona
development center for Duxbury teachers and school stall.
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and Police Chief Charles
aud during the library dedication.

. Rep. Fran Marini, Sclectman Friend Weiler
' Mazzone appl
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: anc Bradley, (far right) Chairman of the Library Trustees

speaks as trustees (l-r):  Jack Mil, Lynne Walsh, John Visitors view the mural of names of
Sinclair, Library Dircctor  Joanne Lamothe, Corinne

. donors to the new Duxbury Free Library.
Woodworth and Chris Flanagan look on. '

A



$
P
L

Library  Director Joanne Lamothe
welcomes  a large . crowd during the

dedication of the library,
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‘Ca:tal Cnmpaign Committee member
Deborah  Bornheimer and Committee
Chairman Roger Smith are altlmsmilcs.

Chairman of the Duxbury Board
of Sclectmen Margaret Kearncy
speaks  during  the  library
dedication festivitics. .
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Yiéwing the Thomas Lanman Trustces Room are his  sister Trudy
Lanman, daughter, Sandy Anderson, and wife, Polly. The room was

| given by: Mr. and Mrs. Lanman.
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Jane  Bradley, Chairman  of Library

Trustees, and  Deboruh Bornheimer, . R R e SaMCI

Library Project manager, were the forces Millennium chairman 2 Judy”  Dincen Lalban e e
behind the successful culmination of the announces the opcning ' of: the ‘Millennium Barbara Kiley, festivities chairman and
library project, a 10-year effort. Wall with husband Judee :lim Dineen volunteer Narece Pahthio.
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Millenium  donors
Kit  "Clapp and
Sr‘lgmlc)"; .Merry, for
- whomi t.the, Meeting
(?ﬁ(;mm B " named,
were oo welcomed

L puests .

|t Saturday’s
Slibrary. U opening
ceremony.
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Linda Vonldcrstcih, I
wall for namecs.
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Library Director Joanne Lamothe with Roger Smith, Capitol Campaign The Lougee family: Skip, Jane, Wheble, Joan Lougee, Susan

Chairman, Anne Smith and trustee Chris Flanagan. and Chris Merry, prepare to leave.




